[Behavioral characteristics and stress reaction of the pituitary-adrenal system in prenatally stressed rats].
Mothers' stress was shown to considerably diminish the orienting-studying activity of male rats in the dioestrus stage, as well as enhancement of anxiety. In prenatally stressed male rats, on the contraty, the anxiety diminished while their behaviour in the open field tests remained practically unaltered. The prenatal stress affected the stressor response of the hypophysis-adrenal systems in both sexes. The data obtained suggest that the mothers' stress affects both behaviour and stressor response in male as well as female rats.